
Burns Lake Energy Working Group

A Timeline

May 2009

· Tim Palmer, Village of Burns Lake and Gerry MacDougall, Ministry of Forests, meet to discuss possibility of forming a “community energy implementation strategy group” to identify the key projects that should be pursued and ensure that the necessary individuals to champion them are in place
June 2009

· Gerry MacDougall, Ministry of Forests spearheaded a meeting amongst a group of community stakeholders to discuss the potential for community energy development 

· a vision was agreed upon: “Burns Lake is a leader in community energy self sufficiency using local renewable energy sources”
July 2009
· another meeting is held to discuss strategy and goals – 3 areas of focus: education, fibre, governance

· we need to determine the feasibility of using biomass/wood fibre to provide energy and heat to various buildings in Burns Lake

· Village of Burns Lake Council has a conference call with Doug McFarlane of Ministry of Community and Rural Development; council is supportive of a community energy project

September/october 2009
· Village of Burns Lake takes a leadership role to submit a “Request for Information” (attached) with the support of the various stakeholders 

· Council attends UBCM and discusses the emerging energy plan with various ministers

· numerous responses are received to the RFI (summary attached)

November 2009

· another meeting is held to discuss the responses to the RFI

· a decision is made to ask for Council support to proceed with the development of a “Memorandum of Understanding” or an “Agreement in Principle” with the various stakeholders

· Gerry MacDougall, Ministry of Forests presents to Council on Nov. 24, 2009.
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