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1. Issue: 
1.1. To establish an Idle Free Policy for municipally owned vehicles.
2. Recommendation: 
THAT Idle Free Policy PW4 be adopted.

3. Background:  
3.1. As a signatory to the BC Climate Action Chater, the Village of Burns Lake committed to strive to significantly reduce their greenhouse gas emissions in all municipal operations by 2012.
3.2. Various communities have successfully adopted an Idle Free policy including Williams Lake, Dawson Creek, Kamloops, Langley, Victoria and Richmond.

4. CAO COMMENTS
4.1. abc

5. Financial Implications:
5.1. There is an opportunity for significant financial savings. The Village of Burns Lake spent $68,539 on fuel in 2008. The conservative estimate for fuel savings following an Idle Free program is 10%, which would result in an annual savings of $6,854.
5.2. Idle Free BC is a non-profit organization that offers free promotional material such as vehicle stickers, street signs, and information pamphlets which can be used to promote the policy among employees.
6. DISCUSSION:

6.1. Adopting this policy would help council achieve many of its 2009 Municipal objectives; including encouraging a healthy community and improving air quality.

6.2. Myth: Idling uses less gas than restarting the engine. Studies clearly show that idling for over 10 seconds uses more fuel and produces more CO2 emissions than restarting your engine. The amount of time to offset any potential maintenance costs to the starter or battery is under 60 seconds. As a guideline, if a car is stopped for more than 60 seconds the engine should be turned off. (Office of Energy Efficiency, Idle-Free Zone, Natural Resources Canada. http://www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca/communities-government/idling.cfm)

6.3. Myth: Idling warms the engine. Idling is not an effective way to warm up your vehicle, even in cold weather. The best way  to warm a car is to drive it. The tires, transmission, wheel bearings and other moving parts all need to be warmed up for the vehicle to perform well and these parts do not begin to warm up until you drive.  (BC Climate Action Toolkit. http://toolkit.bc.ca/idle-free-bc).
6.4.  Reducing idling also reduces vehicle wear and maintenance costs, improves resale value, improves fuel performance and improves our public image.
7. RECOMMENDATION AND OPTIONS:

Recommendation:  THAT Idle Free Policy PW4 be adopted.
7.1. Option 1:  Council could choose to not adopt the policy.

7.2. Option 2:  Council could choose to amend the policy.
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